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Pre Current Affairs                       November 2025  

International Affairs 

❖ UNFCCC COP 30 in Belem, Brazil: Major Outcomes 

● Belem Package: 29 decisions to shift focus from pledges to implementation. 

● Global Mutirao Agreement: Prioritises cooperation and delivery over new binding 

targets. 

● Just Transition Mechanism: Supports fossil-fuel transition without guaranteed new 

finance. 

● Adaptation Finance: Pledge to triple funds by 2030. 

● Global Goal on Adaptation: Baku Roadmap finalised with 59 voluntary indicators. 

● Belem Health Action Plan: Builds climate-resilient health systems with equity focus. 

● TFFF: Brazil-led forest protection fund targeting USD 125 bn. 

● Belem 4× Pledge: Quadruple sustainable fuel use by 2035. 

● Belem Declaration: Focus on hunger, poverty, and people-centred climate action. 

● Belem Gender Action Plan: Strengthens gender-responsive climate governance.* 

● Turkey will host the COP31 climate summit next year. 

❖ Colombo Security Conclave (CSC): 7th NSAs Meet held in New Delhi. 

● CSC- a maritime & transnational security platform of the Indian Ocean Region. 

● Origin: 2011 India–Sri Lanka–Maldives trilateral. 

● Expansion: Mauritius (2022), Bangladesh (2024). 

● 2025 meet: Seychelles attended as Observer; Malaysia as Guest; Seychelles confirmed as 

future full member. 

❖ ADIPEC 2025-Abu Dhabi: World’s largest energy meet with 205,000 participants from 172 

countries, focusing on AI, resilience & decarbonisation. 

❖ World Telecommunication Development Conference 2025: The quadrennial WTDC concluded in 

Baku on 28 November 2025, bringing together 2,300+ global delegates to shape the roadmap for 

worldwide telecom development. 

❖ ACITI Partnership: India, Australia and Canada launch the ACITI framework to deepen 

cooperation in advanced technologies, clean energy and strategic supply chains. 

❖ Ethiopia adopts India’s DAY–NRLM poverty-reduction model for its national programme. 

❖ India-Israel MoU 2025: Signed in Tel Aviv during the 17th JWG, expanding defence training, R&D, 

AI, cyber security & industrial cooperation. 
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❖ India-Cuba MoU: Signed in Havana, including an MLAT on criminal matters and a Cultural 

Exchange Programme (2025–30). 

❖ Canada-India Trade Talks Resume: Both countries restart negotiations for a Comprehensive 

Economic Partnership Agreement to double bilateral trade by 2030 after a two-year freeze. 

❖ Taliban to appoint first diplomat in India since 2021 Kabul takeover, signaling cautious 

normalisation of ties. 

❖ Pakistan passes 27th Amendment, expanding military authority and restructuring the judiciary. 

❖ Sweden becomes the world’s first cashless society, relying entirely on digital payments. 

❖ International Council of Museums(ICOM) 2025: 27th General Conference held in Dubai; first in 

West Asia; Antonio Rodriguez elected President; Rotterdam to host ICOM 2028. 

❖ International Institute for Democracy & Electoral Assistance (IDEA): India’s CEC Gyanesh Kumar 

to chair International IDEA in 2026. 

❖ Maldives inaugurated the India-assisted Hanimaadhoo International Airport, built under India’s 

Line of Credit to boost tourism, trade, and regional connectivity in the northern Maldives. 

❖ UAE ranked world’s 3rd largest humanitarian donor in 2025, contributing $1.46 bn (7.2%); 

behind the US and EU 

❖ Malaysia becomes the 9th country to adopt India’s Unified Payments Interface. 

❖ Operation Sagar Bandhu: India sends urgent humanitarian relief to Sri Lanka after Cyclone 

Ditwah caused severe floods and 80+ deaths. 

❖ India-US LPG Deal: India signs its first long-term LPG import contract with the US- 2.2 MTPA 

supply from 2026. 

❖ BIMSTEC-India Marine Research Network (BIMReN) Conference: Kochi hosts the 1st BIMReN 

Conference (4–6 Nov 2025) to boost marine research, blue economy, fisheries cooperation. 

❖ US 28-Point Peace Plan: US proposes a 28-point framework to Ukraine to freeze the 

Russia–Ukraine conflict and outline security & territorial arrangements. 

❖ US designates Saudi Arabia as a Major Non-NATO Ally (MNNA): granting military & tech 

privileges without NATO-level defence guarantees. 

❖ Bangladesh becomes first South Asian nation to join the UN Water Convention for cooperative 

management of shared rivers. 
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❖ Bangladesh - Sheikh Hasina Sentenced: Dhaka court awarded former PM Sheikh Hasina 21 

years’ imprisonment in three corruption cases linked to land allotment irregularities. 

❖ Hezbollah Commander Killed: Haytham Ali Tabatabai, Hezbollah chief of staff, killed in Israeli 

airstrike on Beirut’s southern suburbs. 

❖ France 10-Month Voluntary Military Service: to begin from summer 2026, aimed at 

strengthening defence readiness amid rising security concerns. 

❖ China’s Nuclear-Resistant Floating Island: China begins building a massive nuclear-resistant 

floating island for deep-sea research and strategic use, set to be operational by 2028. 

❖ TM Market Place- UAE: UAE launches the region’s first digital platform for buying, selling, and 

licensing registered trademarks to enhance IP transparency and investment. 

❖ Doha Political Declaration (2025): Adopted at the 2nd World Summit for Social Development, 

reaffirming global commitments to poverty eradication, decent work & social inclusion. 

❖ Operation Southern Spear: US launches a major military-surveillance campaign targeting Latin 

American drug-trafficking cartels. 

❖ Australia Social Media Ban: Australia expanded under-16 social media restrictions under the 

Online Safety Act. 

❖ Malaysia Social Media Ban: From next year, users under 16 will be prohibited from accessing 

social media to enhance online safety and prevent cyber risks. 

❖ Norovirus Surge - US: Rising infections reported nationwide, with health authorities urging 

preventive measures during holiday gatherings. 

❖ Ambedkar Bust at UNESCO Paris: India unveils Dr B.R. Ambedkar’s bust at UNESCO HQ, 

honoring his global legacy. 

❖ India-Jamaica Aid: India sent 20 tonnes of aid after Hurricane Melissa. 

❖ Egypt-Qatar Deal: Both countries signed a major luxury real-estate & tourism project on Egypt’s 

Mediterranean coast. 

❖ India-Nepal Transit Treaty: Amended to allow rail-based freight movement via 

Jogbani–Biratnagar. 

❖ Iran ends visa-free entry for Indian nationals; visas now required from 22 Nov 2025 due to 

trafficking concerns. 

❖ Canada lost its measles-free status after sustained transmission for over a year, with experts 

warning the US could face a similar risk due to falling vaccination coverage. 
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❖ Denmark plan to ban social media access for children under 15. 

❖ Starlink Direct-to-Cell in Ukraine: Ukraine becomes Europe’s first to launch Starlink direct-to-cell 

via Kyivstar, starting with SMS and expanding to voice and data. 

❖ Riyadh Metro: Entered Guinness World Records as the world’s longest fully driverless metro 

network (176 km, 6 lines, 85 stations), advancing Saudi Arabia’s smart urban mobility. 

❖ Egypt opens the Grand Egyptian Museum near the Giza Pyramids, becoming the world’s largest 

archaeological museum. 

 Donald Trump awarded Grand Order of Mugunghwa, South Korea’s highest civilian honour. 

❖ Word of the Year 2025: Cambridge Dictionary selected “Parasocial”. 

 “Vibe coding” is named Collins Dictionary’s Word of the Year 2025. 

National Affairs  

❖ International Conference on Green Hydrogen (ICGH 2025): held on 11–12 Nov 2025 at Bharat 

Mandapam, hosted by MNRE. 

❖ Indo-Pacific Regional Dialogue 2025: 7th IPRD held in New Delhi (28–30 Oct); 

Theme:"Promoting Holistic Maritime Security and Growth: Regional Capacity-Building and 

Capability-Enhancement". 

❖ India to host the AI Impact Summit, the world’s biggest AI event, on 19–20 February 2026. 

❖ Kashi Tamil Sangamam 4.0: Held in Varanasi, the event promoted linguistic pride, cultural 

exchange and youth engagement, strengthening civilizational ties between Tamil Nadu and Uttar 

Pradesh through an eight-day multi-city programme. 

❖ Northeast India Organic Week: Meghalaya hosted the first-ever four-day Organic Week to 

showcase the Northeast as a competitive hub in the global organic market. 

❖ Janjatiya Gaurav Varsh Pakhwada: observed from 1–15 Nov 2025 to honour tribal freedom 

heroes and mark Birsa Munda’s 150th birth anniversary. 

❖ PM launched 150 years of ‘Vande Mataram’ celebrations in New Delhi on 7 Nov 2025, 

organised by the Ministry of Culture. 

❖ Guru Tegh Bahadur Commemoration: PM Modi unveils stamp, coin, and coffee-table book 

honoring the 350th martyrdom anniversary of Guru Tegh Bahadur in Kurukshetra. 

❖ New Delhi hosted the Rural Buddhist Heritage Conference, a 3-day international meet on 

preserving rural Buddhist heritage. 
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❖ Under Swasth Nari Abhiyaan, India set 3 Guinness World Records, including 3.21 crore health 

registrations in a month and 9.94 lakh breast-screening pledges in a week. 

❖ NITI Aayog – Reimagining Agriculture: NITI’s Frontier Tech Hub released a roadmap for AI, digital 

twins, and precision farming, classifying farmers as Aspiring, Transitioning, and Advanced. 

❖ 22nd All India TDS Conference: Hosted in Bhopal, focusing on TDS compliance, transparency, 

and new provisions under the Income Tax Act 2025. 

❖ 13th International Tourism Mart (ITM) - Sikkim: Gangtok hosted the 13th ITM, showcasing 

North-East (“Ashta Lakshmi”) tourism and promoting sustainable, inclusive tourism.  

❖ 1st Regional Anti-Narcotics Conference (NE States): Hosted in Nagaland, with NCB support, 

emphasising supply reduction, enforcement, and rehabilitation under Nasha Mukt Bharat. 

❖ Lucknow designated a UNESCO Creative City of Gastronomy, becoming India’s second after 

Hyderabad. 

❖ Sahitya Akademi released Antim Din, the first-ever Lithuanian fiction translated into Hindi. 

❖ PM inaugurated “Shanti Shikhar”, a major meditation centre, in Nava Raipur. 

❖ Kerala became India’s first ‘extreme-poverty-free’ state under the Extreme Poverty Eradication 

Project (EPEP). 

❖ India opened its first Digital Tribal Freedom Fighters Museum in Nava Raipur, dedicated to 

Shaheed Veer Narayan Singh. 

❖ Punjab became the first state to fully implement the amended BharatNet Scheme statewide. 

❖ World’s Tallest Lord Rama Statue: PM Modi unveils 77-ft bronze Lord Rama statue in South Goa 

at Shree Samsthan Gokarn Partagali Jeevottam Math. 

❖ Ganjam Achieves TB-Free Status: 165 gram panchayats in Ganjam, Odisha declared TB-free, 

advancing India’s 2027 TB elimination goal. 

❖ Goa becomes India’s first state with 100% cyber fraud response through its cloud-based 1930 

call centre. 

❖ Delhi government launches ‘Pink Saheli Smart Card’ for free travel for women and transgender 

commuters on DTC and cluster buses. 

❖ Guwahati launches the ‘Sahajeevan’ project for humane stray dog management, vaccination, 

and safe relocation. 
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❖ Ireland and UK named partner countries for Hornbill Festival 2025, showcasing their arts 

alongside Naga heritage. 

 

Polity & Governance 

❖ 16th Finance Commission: Submitted its report to the President on 17 Nov 2025, outlining tax 

devolution, grants, and disaster-response financing for 2026–31. 

● Constituted under Article 280(1) on 31 Dec 2023, chaired by Arvind Panagariya, with 

members Annie George Mathew, Manoj Panda, and Soumya Kanti Ghosh; 

recommendations valid 1 Apr 2026–31 Mar 2031. 

❖ 53rd Chief Justice of India: Justice Surya Kant sworn in on 24 Nov 2025 as the 53rd CJI, 

succeeding Justice B.R. Gavai; tenure till 9 Feb 2027; first CJI from Haryana. 

❖ NALSA: Justice Vikram Nath appointed as the new Executive Chairman of NALSA. 

❖ Assam Polygamy Ban: Assam passes the Prohibition of Polygamy Bill, 2025, criminalising 

polygamous marriages to protect women’s rights and pave the way for a future Uniform Civil 

Code. 

❖ Assam Satra Land Protection: Assam proposes a commission to safeguard satras and their lands 

from encroachment, ensuring preservation of Vaishnavite heritage. 

❖ Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill: Proposes bringing Chandigarh under Article 240, 

extending presidential regulation powers to the UT. 

Schemes in News 

❖ DAY–NRLM: Ethiopian delegation studied DAY-NRLM, praising SHGs, Sakhis model & livelihood 

innovations. 

❖ Export Promotion Mission (EPM): Cabinet approved EPM with ₹25,060 crore (2025–31) to 

strengthen MSME exports via a fully digital DGFT-led framework. 

● Sub-schemes: 

 NIRYAT PROTSAHAN: affordable export finance, factoring, guarantees, e-com 

exporter credit cards. 

 NIRYAT DISHA: export quality, branding, packaging, logistics, warehousing & 

market intelligence. 
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❖ Tex-RAMPS Scheme: Govt approved with ₹305 crore outlay for 2025-26 to 2030-31, to boost 

textile R&D, data systems & start-up innovation. 

❖ Rare Earth Magnet Manufacturing Scheme: Cabinet launched ₹7,280 crore REPM Scheme to set 

up 6,000 MTPA rare-earth magnet capacity & strengthen strategic supply chains. 

❖ PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijlee Yojana: Uttar Pradesh crosses 1 GW residential rooftop solar 

capacity, becoming the third state after Gujarat and Maharashtra to achieve the milestone. 

❖ Prerona Scheme (Assam): A monthly financial assistance scheme for Class 10 students to 

support board exam preparation and reduce financial stress. 

❖ Union Ministry of Labour launches Employee Enrolment Scheme 2025 to regularise EPF 

compliance for workers excluded between 2017 and 2025. 

 

 

Economy 

❖ Amaravati- India’s First Integrated Financial City: announced by Union Finance Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman, with foundation stones laid for major banks and financial institutions. 

❖ AI-based DRISHTI System: Launched by Indian Railways to detect tampered or unlocked freight 

wagon doors in real time. 

❖ 44th India International Trade Fair (IITF): held at Bharat Mandapam with the theme “Ek Bharat – 

Shreshtha Bharat”; partner states: UP, Rajasthan, Maharashtra, Bihar; focus state: Jharkhand. 

❖ Centre launched the Integrated Sohra Circuit Project in Meghalaya under PM-DevINE, a ₹650+ 

crore tourism upgrade including the Sohra Experience Centre, Nohkalikai precinct, Eco Parks, and 

key road works. 

❖ India’s first MWh-scale Vanadium Flow Battery: inaugurated at NTPC NETRA, Noida by Manohar 

Lal on 11 Nov 2025. 

❖ PM Narendra Modi inaugurated India’s first global-level aircraft engine MRO facility in 

Hyderabad; Developed by French aerospace major Safran; named Safran Aircraft Engine Services 

India (SAESI). 

❖ NITI Aayog – Water Budgeting (Aspirational Blocks): NITI Aayog released a Varuni-based water 

budgeting report for 18 Aspirational Blocks across 11 states, prescribing customised 

water-security strategies. 
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❖ CBDT ‘NUDGE’ Campaign: Central Board of Direct Taxes launched the NUDGE campaign to guide 

taxpayers to revise returns by 31 December, with focus on foreign income and foreign asset 

reporting. 

❖ Punjab Launch Easy Registry System to simplify property registration by reducing delays, curbing 

corruption, and streamlining procedures statewide. 

❖ India Global Forum (IGF): IGF announced a $250 million globalisation fund for Indian brands via 

Dubai. 

❖ C-DOT to set up Quantum Communication Centre in Amaravati to boost Amaravati Quantum 

Valley and position Andhra Pradesh as a national hub for quantum technology. 

❖ Tesla’s First India Hub: Tesla to open its first major centre in Gurugram, boosting presence in 

India’s premium EV market. 

❖ Russia overtakes Ukraine as India’s top sunflower oil supplier, now meeting 56% of the 

country’s imports. 

❖ Largest Greenfield Steel Project in India: Union Environment Ministry approves ArcelorMittal 

Nippon Steel’s ₹1.5 lakh crore greenfield steel plant at Nakkapalli, Andhra Pradesh, India’s 

largest steel project. 

 GI Tags: 

● Sikkim Lepcha Musical Instruments (Tungbuk & Pumtong Pulit): Tungbuk: 3-string 

instrument; Pumtong Pulit: bamboo flute. 

● Meerut Bugle: Traditional handcrafted brass wind instrument used in military drills. 

● Arunachal Pradesh Dao: Traditional hand-forged blade 

 

Environment & Geography 

❖ International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA): At UNFCCC COP30 (Belem), India announced hosting the 

Global Big Cats Summit 2026 and highlighted big cat conservation as key to climate and 

biodiversity protection. 

❖ Ethiopia’s Hayli Gubbi Volcano: Erupts after ~12,000 years, sending ash up to 14 km, triggering 

alerts for aviation and regional monitoring. 

❖ Cyclone Fina: Cyclone Fina hit Darwin in the Northern Territory of Australia, triggering strong 

winds, power outages and disruptions. 
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❖ Climate Investment Funds (CIF):  Germany & Spain pledged $100 million to CIF at COP30; CIF 

(est. 2008, WB-hosted) has mobilised $64B+ for global climate action. 

❖ World’s Deepest Underwater Laboratory: India announced plans to build a 6,000-m-deep 

underwater lab in the Indian Ocean under Vision 2047 for long-duration deep-ocean research. 

❖ India-born cheetah Mukhi delivered five cubs, raising India’s cheetah count to 32 under Project 

Cheetah (2022). 

❖ Eight cheetahs to arrive from Botswana in Dec 2025 for Kuno National Park quarantine under 

Project Cheetah. 

❖ MP to designate Nauradehi Sanctuary as the state’s third cheetah habitat after Kuno & Gandhi 

Sagar. 

❖ IUCN rated Khangchendzonga National Park as “good”- the only Indian natural World Heritage 

Site with this status. 

❖ Oman elected to UNESCO’s Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Council for 2025-29. 

❖ Odisha’s Sunapur & Puri beaches regained Blue Flag Certification for 2025-26. 

❖ COP-6 Minamata Convention decision: Global phase-out of mercury dental amalgam by 2034; 

India ratified the treaty in 2018. 

❖ National Coral Reef Research Institute (NCRRI): India to establish its first national coral reef 

research centre in the Andaman & Nicobar Islands to boost marine conservation and climate 

resilience. 

Science & Technology 

❖ Google’s Project Suncatcher: aims to deploy solar-powered satellites equipped with AI chips 

(TPUs) to enable space-based data centres for high-efficiency computing. 

❖ India launched its first indigenous CRISPR gene therapy (BIRSA-101) for Sickle Cell Disease. 

❖ China demonstrated world’s first thorium to uranium fuel conversion in a molten-salt reactor. 

❖ QNu Labs demonstrated India’s first large-scale Quantum Key Distribution (QKD) network, 

enabling unbreakable encryption. 

❖ Vikram-I Rocket (Skyroot Aerospace): PM Modi unveiled Vikram-I, India’s first privately 

developed commercial orbital rocket. 
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❖ Aditya-L1 (with NASA) recorded world’s first visible-light CME spectrum; strengthens 

solar-storm prediction. 

❖ NISAR Mission: NASA–ISRO’s NISAR satellite successfully deployed its 12-metre antenna and 

began science operations, after its July 2025 GSLV-F16 launch. 

❖ NASA ESCAPADE Mission (Mars): Twin ESCAPADE probes launched via New Glenn to study Mars’ 

magnetosphere & solar-wind interaction. 

❖ China’s Chang’e-6 mission discovers iron oxide crystals on the Moon, revealing new insights into 

its geology. 

❖ OmanSat-1 Launched: Oman’s first national communications satellite, OmanSat-1, was launched 

to boost digital independence, high-speed connectivity, and support Oman Vision 2040. 

❖ India’s First Silicon Carbide (SiC) Semiconductor Plant: opened in Odisha under India 

Semiconductor Mission. 

❖ Nagpur MSW-CBG Plant: Nagpur will commission India’s largest municipal solid 

waste–to–compressed biogas plant at Bhandewadi by March 2026, using dry anaerobic digestion 

technology. 

❖ Quantum Fabrication Hubs: Government approves four quantum fabrication hubs at IIT Delhi, 

IIT Bombay, IIT Kanpur, and IISc Bengaluru under the ₹720 crore National Quantum Mission. 

❖ ISRO’s Bahubali (LVM3-M5) rocket successfully launches India’s heaviest communication 

satellite, CMS-03, from Sriharikota. 

❖ SS Innovations launches “MantrAsana”, the world’s first portable robotic telesurgery system 

developed entirely in India. 

❖ Google unveils “Ironwood”, its seventh-generation AI chip (TPU), aimed at training large 

machine-learning models and challenging Nvidia’s GPU dominance. 

❖ A US surgeon has successfully performed the world’s first transatlantic remote surgery across 

4,000 miles, marking a major breakthrough in robotic and remote medical care. 

 

Defence & Security 

❖ INS Ikshak: Commissioned at Kochi, GRSE-built survey vessel with ~80% indigenous content, 

enhancing India’s hydrographic and maritime surveying capabilities. 

❖ Russia’s Nuclear Submarine Khabarovsk: Launched as a special-purpose nuclear submarine 

designed to deploy the Poseidon nuclear-powered underwater “doomsday” drone. 
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❖ INS Mahe: Navy inducted INS Mahe, the lead ASW shallow-water craft, built by Cochin Shipyard 

with 80% indigenous content. 

❖ Operation Crystal Fortress: NCB–Delhi Police busted a transnational drug cartel, seizing 328 kg 

methamphetamine. 

❖ Operation SOUTHERN SPEAR: launched by U.S., targeting narco-terror groups in Caribbean & 

eastern Pacific. 

❖ Michelangelo Dome (Italy): Italy unveiled Leonardo-developed multi-domain defence system to 

counter missile, drone, cyber and space threats, aligned with NATO security needs. 

❖ India-France Defence Deal: Agreement to co-produce HAMMER smart air-to-ground weapons in 

India, boosting domestic defence tech and reducing foreign dependence. 

❖ MH-60R Seahawk Support Deal: India signed a ₹7,995 crore FMS agreement with the US for 

long-term sustainment of the Navy’s 24 MH-60R Seahawk multirole helicopters. 

❖ Tejas Crash- Dubai Airshow 2025: India’s Tejas LCA crashed at Dubai Airshow; Tejas- 4.5-gen 

indigenous fighter by ADA–HAL. 

❖ Operation Pawan Tribute: After 38 years, the Indian Army will officially honour the martyrs of 

Operation Pawan, India’s toughest overseas military mission conducted in Sri Lanka (1987–90). 

❖ Operation Bullion Blaze uncovered and dismantled a major gold smuggling and illegal melting 

syndicate in Mumbai through coordinated DRI raids. 

❖ Operation Trishul: Indian Army and Air Force showcased joint combat readiness through the 

high-intensity ‘Maru Jwala’ exercise in Rajasthan’s desert terrain near the Pakistan border. 

❖ Indian Army successfully conducts ‘Vayu Samanvay-II’ drone and counter-drone exercise in 

Desert Sector. 

 

Military Exercises 

Military Exercise Countries 
involved 

Place 

Exercise Garuda India-France Mont-de-Marsan Air 
Base, France 

Exercise 
SURYAKIRAN XIX 
(2025) 

India-Nepal Pithoragarh, 
Uttarakhand 
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Exercise Malabar 
2025 

Quad 
(India-US-Japan-A
ustralia)* 

Guam (a US 
territory in the 
Pacific) 

Exercise Mitra 
Shakti XI (2025) 

India–Sri Lanka Belagavi, Karnataka 

Exercise VINBAX 
2025 

India–Vietnam Hanoi, Vietnam 

Exercise AJEYA 
WARRIOR-25 

India–UK Rajasthan 

 

Sports  

❖ Commonwealth Games 2030: Ahmedabad selected as host; India’s first multi-sport mega event 

since 2010. 

❖ Khelo India University Games 2025: Rajasthan hosted 24 Nov–5 Dec; 5000+ athletes, 23 sports; 

mascot: Khamma & Ghani. 

❖ India to host its first World Athletics Continental Tour Silver meet in Bhubaneswar on 22 August 

2026, boosting international exposure for domestic athletes. 

❖ ISSF World Championships 2025: Samarat Rana won gold (men’s 10m air pistol) and Anish 

Bhanwala silver (25m rapid-fire pistol); India’s historic individual world titles in Olympic 

shooting.  

❖ ICC Women’s ODI World Cup 2025: India won first-ever title, beating South Africa by 52 runs; 

Deepti Sharma: Player of the Tournament, Shafali Verma: Player of the Match. 

❖ Asian Youth Games 2025, Manama, Bahrain: India won 48 medals (13G, 18S, 17B), best-ever 

finish;  6th overall; highlights: Khushi (Kurash bronze), Ranjana Yadav (5000m silver), Girls’ 

Kabaddi Team(gold), Priteesmita Bhoi (44kg weightlifting gold & world youth record). 

❖ World Boxing Cup Finals 2025: India: 9G, 6S, 5B; Women led with 7G; Nikhat Zareen & Jaismine 

Lamboria starred. 

❖ Women’s Kabaddi World Cup 2025: India defeated Chinese Taipei 35–28; second consecutive 

title.  

❖ Blind Women’s T20 WC 2025: India won first edition, defeating Nepal by 7 wickets. 

❖ Australian Open Super 500 2025: Lakshya Sen won; defeated Yushi Tanaka; 2nd Indian BWF 

World Tour title 2025. 

❖ Davis Cup 2025: Italy defeated Spain; third consecutive title (2023, 2024, 2025). 
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❖ FIDE World Cup 2025: Javokhir Sindarov (Uzbekistan) won at 19; youngest Chess World Cup 

winner. 

❖ Rohit Sharma Appointed ICC T20 World Cup 2026 Brand Ambassador: Becomes the first active 

cricketer to hold this role, announced by ICC chairman Jay Shah. 

❖ Ayush Mhatre: Became the youngest cricketer to score centuries in first-class, List A, and T20 

formats, surpassing Rohit Sharma; achieved in the Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy. 

 Max Verstappen Wins 2025 Las Vegas Grand Prix. 

❖ Jannik Sinner won Paris Masters, becoming new ATP World No.1. 

❖ Curacao became the smallest nation ever to qualify for the FIFA World Cup. 

❖ Kane Williamson: Former NZ captain retired from T20Is after 93 matches, 2,575 runs, 18 fifties, 

led NZ to 2021 World Cup final. 

❖ Rohan Bopanna retired at 45; oldest doubles World No.1 and oldest Grand Slam champion (AO 

2023). 

❖ Sheetal Devi: First Indian para-athlete to qualify for able-bodied archery event; World Para 

Archery champion 2025. 

❖ Indian cricketer Shafali Verma has been named Brand Ambassador of the Haryana State 

Women’s Commission for her contribution to India’s ICC Women’s Cricket World Cup 2025 

victory. 

 

Awards & Honors 

❖ Bal Sahitya Puraskar 2025: Honours children’s literature in 24 Indian languages. 

● English: Nitin Kushalappa for Dakshin: South Indian Myths and Fables Retold (Stories). 

● Hindi: Susheel Shukla for Ek Batey Bara (Short Stories). 

● Maithili: Munni Kamat for Chukka (Short Stories). 

❖ World Leader for Peace & Security Award 2025: Sri Sri Ravi Shankar; awarded by Boston Global 

Forum & AIWS for peace-building. 

❖ Booker Prize 2025: David Szalay (Flesh); shortlisted included Kiran Desai, Susan Choi, Andrew 

Miller. 
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❖ Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace, Disarmament & Development 2024: Michelle Bachelet; for global 

human rights and peace efforts. 

❖ Chevalier, French Order of Arts & Letters: Thota Tharani; 6th Indian to receive this rank. 

❖ 6th National Water Awards 2025: Best State: Maharashtra, Best ULB: Navi Mumbai, Best 

Panchayat: Dubbiganipalli & Payam. 

❖ Jal Sanchay Jan Bhagidari (JSJB) Awards 2025: Best State: Telangana, 2nd: Chhattisgarh, 3rd: 

Rajasthan. 

❖ Jnanpith Award 2024: Vinod Kumar Shukla; first recipient from Chhattisgarh. 

❖ Indian of the Year 2025 (Business): Baba Kalyani (Bharat Forge CMD). 

❖ ISB Research Catalyst Award 2025: Azim Premji honoured by ISB for his significant contributions 

to India’s research and knowledge ecosystem. 

❖ Dr. Sai Gautam Gopalakrishnan of IISc Bengaluru wins the Manohar Parrikar Yuva Scientist 

Award 2025 for contributions to computational materials science. 

 Amla Ashok Ruia, “Water Mother,” honoured for rural water-harvesting efforts at Ramoji 

Excellence Awards 2025. 

❖ IFFI 2025 (56th Edition): 

● Golden Peacock for Best Feature Film: Skin of Youth (Ashleigh Mayfair). 

● Best Director: Santosh Davakhar (Gondhal). 

● Best Actor: Ubeimar Rios; Best Actress: Jara Sofija Ostan. 

● Debut Film Award: My Daughter’s Hair & Frank (joint). 

● UNESCO Gandhi Medal: Safe House (Eirik Svensson). 

● Best Indian Debut Director: Karan Singh Tyagi (Kesari 2). 

● OTT Panorama Award: Bandish Bandit 2. 

Index & Reports 

 QS World University Rankings: Asia 2026  

● Top University in Asia 2026: University of Hong Kong (HKU); 2nd: Peking University  

● India: IIT Delhi- 59th (highest ranked inst.) 

 MF World Economic Outlook 2025 

● Top 4 Economies (GDP in USD): USA – $30.50 trillion; China – $19.23 trillion; Germany – 

$4.74 trillion; India – $4.19 trillion 

 Hurun Research Institute, Billionaire Cities 2025 
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● Mumbai ranks 3rd globally with 92 billionaires. 

● Delhi ranks 9th with 57 billionaires. 

● New York is 1st with 119 billionaires, London 2nd with 97. 

❖ Global Climate Risk Index (CRI) 2026: India ranked 9th (1995–2024) and 15th (2024) 

most-affected by extreme weather; 80,000+ lives lost, $170B economic loss. 

❖ World Energy Outlook 2025: India largest contributor to global energy demand growth till 2035.  

❖ Time Out City Life Index 2025: Mumbai ranked happiest city in Asia 

❖ World Urbanisation Prospects 2025: Jakarta most populous city (~42M), followed by Dhaka and 

Tokyo; New Delhi 4th, 9 of top 10 cities in Asia. 

❖ Commitment to Development Index 2025: India 36th overall; 8th in Environment category; top 

3: Sweden, Germany, Norway. 

❖ Global Climate Change Performance Index 2026: India slipped to 23rd; top performers: 

Denmark, UK, Morocco. 

❖ Global Carbon Project 2025: India is the 3rd largest carbon emitter with 3.2 billion tonnes 

annually (2024), after China (12 bn tonnes) and the US (4.9 bn tonnes). 

❖ World Inequality Database 2025: India’s top 1% own 62% of wealth; global top 1% control 41%; 

rising inequality limits access to food & healthcare. 

❖ Asia Power Index 2025: India ranked 3rd, after the US and China 

❖ Climate Inequality Report 2025: World’s richest 1% responsible for 41% global emissions; 

emissions inequality linked to ownership of high-emission assets. 

 Shiv Nadar tops the Hurun India Philanthropy List 2025, with Rs 2,708 crore donated. 

❖ India Skills Report 2026: Employability 56.35%; women employability 54% > men 51.5%; Gig and 

freelance workforce projected at 23.5 million by 2030; hiring intent at 40%; Top employable 

states: Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, and Karnataka. 

❖ Swachh Survekshan 2025 ranked Madurai as the dirtiest city in India. 

Person in news 

❖ Shaikha Nasser Al Nowais: First woman to lead UN Tourism; term starts Jan 2026, confirmed at 

123rd UN Tourism Executive Council. 

 Hyderabad-born Ghazala Hashmi becomes Virginia’s first Indian-American, Muslim, and South 

Asian female Lieutenant Governor. 

IAS PCS fa
cto

ry



IAS PCS factory 
 

❖ Fatima Bosch Fernandez: Miss Universe 2025. 

❖ Keerthy Suresh: Appointed UNICEF India Celebrity Advocate on 16 Nov 2025; recognised for 

promoting gender equality and social change through films. 

Obituary 

❖ Dharmendra: Veteran actor; Padma Bhushan (2012); MP from Bikaner (2004–09); last film: Ikkis 

❖ Ramdarash Mishra: Hindi writer; Padma Shri; Major contributor to Hindi & regional literature 

❖ Saalumarada Thimmakka: Environmentalist; Padma Shri; Planted 385 banyan trees along a 

4.5-km stretch; earned title “Saalumarada” (row of trees). 

❖ James Watson: Scientist; Nobel Laureate (1962); co-discovered DNA double-helix with Crick 

(1953); Nobel Prize in Medicine. 

 

 

Places in News 

World 

❖ Indonesia: Declared polio-free by WHO (no type-2 poliovirus since June 2024). 

❖ Maldives: First country to impose a generational smoking ban (for those born on/after 1 Jan 

2007). 

❖ Christmas Island (Australia): Google to build major AI data centre (360 km south of Java). 

❖ Angola: President Murmu attended Angola’s 50th Independence Day in Luanda. 

❖ Ayni Airbase, Tajikistan: India ended its 20-year military presence; Ayni near Dushanbe.  

❖ Vietnam: 15th India–Vietnam Defence Policy Dialogue held in Hanoi. 

❖ Lake Turkana (Kenya–Ethiopia): Falling water levels linked to rising earthquakes in East African 

Rift. 

❖ Georgia:  India & Georgia boosted cooperation in silk & textiles. 
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❖ Ningaloo reef:  ~70% corals died due to severe marine heatwave; Location: Western Australia 

coast. 

❖ Tanzania: Facing post-election protests after opposition barred from 2025 polls. 

❖ Sudan: in civil war between SAF vs RSF since 2023. 

❖ Saudi Arabia: Bus fire near Medina killed 45 Umrah pilgrims from Telangana. 

❖ Brazil: Brazil created 10 new Indigenous Territories at COP30 (Belém), granting them legal 

protection for culture, land rights, forests, and biodiversity. 

❖ Mount Semeru: Indonesia’s tallest active volcano erupted, sending ash 13 km high. 

India 

❖ Mudh-Nyoma Airbase, Ladakh: India operationalised high-altitude airbase (13,000 ft; 25 km 

from LAC). 

❖ Ratanmahal WLS, Gujarat: Wild tiger seen residing for 9 months; historic natural return of tiger 

to Gujarat. 

❖ Saranda Forest, Jharkhand: SC ordered it to be declared a Wildlife Sanctuary; largest Sal forest in 

Asia. 

❖ Pampadum Shola NP, Kerala: Successful restoration after Australian wattle removal; Kerala’s 

smallest NP. 

❖ Greater Flamingo Sanctuary, Tamil Nadu: Proposed 50-MW NIWE wind farm may impact the 

sanctuary. 

❖ Paradip Port, Odisha:  Achieved fastest 100 MMT cargo throughput (9th year in a row). 

❖ Umngot River(Meghalaya): India’s clearest river, flowing from Eastern Shillong Peak to 

Bangladesh; Recently turned murky due to debris from Shillong–Dawki highway construction. 

❖ Khangchendzonga NP (Sikkim): India’s only IUCN-rated “Good” conservation site (2025). 

❖ Aravalli Hills:  New “100-m height” definition excludes 90% Aravalli areas from protection. 

Bihar Current Affairs 

❖ Bihar Assembly Election 2025: NDA won 202/243 seats; voter turnout 66.91% (highest since 

1951). 

IAS PCS fa
cto

ry



IAS PCS factory 
 

● Nitish Kumar: Sworn in as Chief Minister of Bihar for the 10th time on 20 Nov 2025. 

● Narendra Narayan Yadav: Appointed Pro-tem Speaker of Bihar Assembly; oath 

administered on 24 Nov 2025; Pro-tem Speaker: Temporary presiding officer; appointed 

by Governor (Art. 180); administers oath (Art. 188) and may exercise Speaker’s powers. 

● 18th Bihar Assembly (First Session): To begin on 1 Dec 2025; MLAs’ oath (Dec 1) 

❖ 41st Patna Book Fair: Held at Gandhi Maidan (5–16 Dec 2025); organised by CRD; theme 

“Wellness – A Way of Life”. 

❖ Gogabeel Lake: Declared 6th Ramsar site of Bihar; located in Katihar district. 

● Ramsar Sites in Bihar: Gokul Jalashay (Buxar), Udaipur Jheel (West Champaran), 

Kabartal (Begusarai), Nagi–Nakti (Jamui), Gogabeel (Katihar). 

❖ National Water Awards 2025: Nalanda topped Bihar in innovation; Katihar recognised for public 

participation; Kishore Jaiswal (Munger) won Individual Award. 

❖ Tulsi Sahitya Samman 2025: Awarded to Dr. Virendra Kumar Bhardwaj for children’s poetry 

book “Dekho Mast Madari Aaya”. 

❖ Dr. Prabhat Ranjan: Awarded Fellowship of the Commonwealth Medical Association (CMA) in 

Hyderabad. 

❖ National Shuttlecock Competition: Bihar won 25 medals (2 gold, 18 silver, 3 bronze) in Rohtak; 

gold in senior category; strong U-17 and youth performances. 

❖ 31st National Thang Ta Competition: Bihar bagged 36 medals (4 gold, 7 silver, 25 bronze) at Goa; 

notable performers from East Champaran. 

Important Days 

❖ World Tsunami Awareness Day – 5 Nov: Theme “Be Tsunami Ready: Invest in Tsunami 

Preparedness”. 

 National Cancer Awareness Day – 7 Nov. 

❖ National Legal Services Day – 9 Nov: Marks enactment of Legal Services Authorities Act, 1987 (in 

force since 1995). 

❖ World Science Day for Peace & Development – 10 Nov: Theme “Trust, transformation, and 

tomorrow: The science we need for 2050”. 

❖ National Education Day – 11 Nov: birth anniversary of India's first Education Minister, Maulana 

Abul Kalam Azad 

❖ World Pneumonia Day – 12 Nov: Theme “Child Survival”. 
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❖ National Press Day – 16 Nov: Theme “Safeguarding press credibility amidst rising 

misinformation”. 

 First-ever Cervical Cancer Elimination Day- November 17, 2025 

❖ World Toilet Day – 19 Nov: Theme “Sanitation in a changing world”. 

❖ World Fisheries Day – 21 Nov: Theme “India’s Blue Transformation: Strengthening Value 

Addition in Seafood Exports”. 

❖ International Day for Elimination of Violence Against Women – 25 Nov: Theme “UNiTE to End 

Digital Violence against All Women and Girls”. 

 Constitution Day – 26 Nov. 
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