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India and Global South

"We, the Global South, have the largest stakes in the future. Three fourths of humanity
lives in our countries. We should also have equivalent voice"- PM Narendra Modi

"Progress in the contemporary world will not be possible without giving a voice to the
Global South... The changing circumstances demand credible and effective reforms in
global governance”- PM Narendra Modi

"As India embraces digital delivery, promotes green growth and ensures affordable health
access, it will always have the Global South at the centre of its international
partnerships”.- External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar

Introduction:

India’s engagement with the Global South is shaped by shared colonial histories, developmental
challenges, and the collective demand for a more equitable global order. From leadership in the Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM) and G77 to its active role in BRICS, G20 Presidency (2023), and the Voice of
Global South Summits, India has positioned itself as a credible advocate of developing nations.

In this context, India’s External Affairs Minister convened a High-Level Meeting of like-minded Global
South countries on the sidelines of the 80th. UN General Assembly (Sept 27, 2025) to strengthen
solidarity, push for UN reforms, and highlight the weakening of multilateralism at a time when the
Global South needs it most.

Global South

The term Global South was coined by American political activist Carl Oglesby in 1969 to describe
countries dominated politically and economically by the Global North.
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Significance of the Global South

Demographic Advantage: The Global South houses over 80% of the world’s population, with a
young and growing workforce that provides long-term labour and innovation potential
compared to aging Global North societies.

Engine of Global Growth: The Global South, particularly the Asia-Pacific, is driving global
economic growth; BRICS economies now surpass the G7 in combined GDP.

Geoeconomic Leverage: Platforms such as BRICS+ and South—South cooperation promote
alternative development models and reduce dependence on Western systems.

Strategic Autonomy and Multipolarity: Through groupings like NAM, G77, and IBSA, the Global
South challenges Western dominance and supports a multipolar world order.

Rising Geopolitical Influence: Collective platforms like the Voice of Global South Summit are
reshaping global governance and power structures.

Multilateral Reform Pressure: Joint advocacy has strengthened demands for climate finance,
vaccine equity, debt relief, and WTO reform:s.

Emerging Innovation Hub: Rapid progress in digital public infrastructure, space, Al, and
renewable energy, illustrated by initiatives like UPI and Chandrayaan-3.

Key to Global Solutions: Central to addressing climate change, poverty reduction, and
sustainable development, including through initiatives like the International Solar Alliance.

Challenges Faced by the Global South

Limited Representation in Global Institutions: Lack of permanent seats in UN Security Council
and underrepresentation in IMF, World Bank, and other global bodies.

Debt Crisis & Economic Vulnerability: Rising public debt (UNCTAD 2024: debt growing twice as
fast as in developed nations) and dependence on external aid.

Weakening of Multilateralism: Global institutions face legitimacy crises, funding gaps, and
selective decision-making.

Outdated Global Governance & Financial Frameworks: WTO dispute mechanisms
dysfunctional; financial institutions dominated by the Global North.

Unfair Trade Rules & Economic Dependency: Rising protectionism, high tariffs, and initiatives
like China’s BRI can create debt traps.

Climate & Green Energy Challenges: Least contributors to climate change suffer most; promised
climate finance from the Global North is inadequate.

Limited Access to Resources & Technology: Inequitable access to vaccines, healthcare, Al,
semiconductors, and green technology.

Impact of Geopolitical Conflicts: Wars like Russia-Ukraine worsen food, energy, and inflation
pressures in South Asia and Africa.

Covid-19 Aftershocks: Fragile economies like Sri Lanka and Pakistan struggle to recover; India’s
Vaccine Maitri helped mitigate vaccine inequity.
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e Weaponisation of Interdependence: Supply chains, energy, and finance used as geopolitical
tools, creating vulnerability for Global South countries.

e Ideological & Policy Divergences with Global North: Differences in democracy, human rights,
and climate approaches hinder consensus-building.

e Geopolitical Pressures & Strategic Exclusion: Pressured to align with US-China or US-Russia
rivalries, affecting strategic autonomy.

o Normative Double Standards: Selective human rights advocacy and external interference
undermine credibility and fairness.

India as the Leader of the Global South

"I see India being that strong shoulder that if Global South has to make that high jump, India can be
that shoulder to propel it ahead". PM Narendra Modi

e Global Leadership Role: India has emerged as a key advocate of the Global South by hosting the
Voice of Global South Summits and leveraging its G20 Presidency (2023) to elevate developing
countries’ concerns, notably securing the African Union’s permanent G20 membership.

e Bridging North—South Divide: Acts as a mediator on issues like climate change, trade, and
development; promotes inclusive multilateralism as “Vishwa Bandhu”.

e Push for Multilateral Reforms: Consistently demands reforms in UNSC, IMF, and World Bank to
reflect present-day realities.

e (Climate & Sustainability Leadership: Leads initiatives like International Solar Alliance, Mission
LiFE, and Green Hydrogen Mission; advocates climate justice.

o Digital Public Infrastructure: India’s Aadhaar and UPI models inspire many Global South
countries to adopt inclusive digital systems.

e Humanitarian First Responder: Rapid assistance through missions like Operation Dost, Karuna,
and Kaveri enhances trust and goodwill.

e Vaccine Maitri: In the wake of COVID-19, India has played a key role in saving the lives of many
in the Global South Countries by supplying free vaccine and medicines.

o Development Cooperation: India follows a demand-driven, non-coercive model, providing Lines
of Credit, ITEC training (160+ countries), ICCR scholarships, and the Pan-African e-Network,
positioning itself as a capacity-builder and a transparent alternative to debt-heavy models like
China’s BRI.

e Trade Expansion: India—Africa trade increased from S5 billion in 2001 to about $90 billion by
2020, while trade with Latin America reached around $50 billion, driven by energy imports and
exports of pharmaceuticals, automobiles, and engineering goods.

¢ Investment & Jobs: Indian investments of $50+ bn in Africa in telecom, healthcare, IT, mining,
agriculture, and renewables, supporting infrastructure and employment.

e Cultural & Educational Exchange: Through ICCR, India fosters people-to-people ties via cultural
diplomacy, academic exchanges, and scholarships, with 30,000+ Global South students studying
in India, enhancing goodwill and soft power.
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e Strategic Autonomy: Engages both the West and the Global South independently, offering a
non-coercive, consultative leadership model.

e Moral & Historical Leadership: Draws legitimacy from its Non-Aligned Movement legacy and
shared anti-colonial history, strengthening trust with Global South nations.

Significance of the Global South for India

e Economic Gains: Expanding markets for Indian goods, digital public infrastructure, and access to
energy and raw materials.

e Global Influence: Strengthens India’s voice in UN, G20, and reform debates; builds support for a
fairer global order.

e Strategic Importance: Engagement with the Global South is central to India’s multi-alignment
strategy and helps balance China’s growing influence.

e Strategic Balance: Counters Western dominance and offers a transparent alternative to China’s
BRI.

e Development & Solidarity: Enables cooperation on climate action (ISA), health, food/energy
security, and capacity building (e.g., Vaccine Maitri).

e Multipolar Vision: Advances India’s leadership as a bridge between Global North and South
while supporting a multipolar world.

Challenges for India in Leading the Global South

e Strategic Autonomy vs Western Ties: Deepening ties with the US and Europe sometimes
conflict with India’s leadership of the Global South, as seen in its neutral stance on the Russia—
Ukraine war.

e Economic Dependence on the West: Strong trade links with Western economies limit India’s
ability to fully prioritise South—South cooperation.

e Geopolitical Constraints: Border tensions with China and participation in groupings like Quad
complicate India’s role as a neutral bridge.

e BRI vs Indian Model: China’s Belt and Road projects attract many Global South countries,
challenging India’s alternative development approach.

e Energy Transition Dilemma: Dependence on fossil fuels and opposition to “phase-out” of coal at
COP-26 drew Western criticism.

e Climate Finance Gap: Inadequate funding from the Global North undermines India’s climate
leadership despite ambitious targets.

o Domestic Inequality: Persistent poverty and inequality at home affect India’s credibility as a
global advocate for equity and justice.

e Limited National Capacity: Weak manufacturing base, low R&D, skill gaps, and labour quality
constrain India’s leadership ambitions.

o Diverse Interests: The Global South is not homogeneous; differing political, economic, and social
priorities make consensus difficult.
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Way Forward: Strengthening the Global South under India’s Leadership

e Build Collective Platforms: Institutionalize forums like the Voice of Global South Summit for a
united Southern voice.

o Reform Global Institutions: Push for UNSC, IMF, and World Bank reforms for fair representation
and decision-making.

e Mobilize Development Finance: Champion a Global South Development Fund for infrastructure,
digital projects, and climate resilience.

e Enhance Peace & Security Role: Encourage participation in UN peacekeeping, conflict
mediation, and inclusive peacebuilding.

e Balance Global Partnerships: Engage the West while protecting Southern priorities through
India’s multi-alignment strategy.

e Collaborative Frameworks: Strengthen South-South cooperation in trade, healthcare, and
technology. (E.g., India’s Global South Centre of Excellence)

e Sustainable Development: Invest in green technologies and climate-resilient infrastructure.
(E.g., National Green Hydrogen Mission)

e Economic Diversification: Reduce dependency on external powers. (E.g., Atmanirbhar Bharat)

e Capacity Building: Enhance education, healthcare, and skill development to leverage
demographic dividends. (E.g., NEP 2020, Skill India)

Conclusion

A stronger Global South requires unity, credible leadership, and equitable participation in global
governance. Guided by the Indian ethos of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam-“One Earth, One Family, One
Future”, India can amplify Southern priorities with inclusivity and balance. Its leadership can help
transform the Global South from a passive voice into an active shaper of the world order.




